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A New Beginning Is Hard Work

She walked into the meeting de-
signed for employers and HR per-
sonnel from companies willing to
consider hiring ex-offenders. She
was representing her company but
| had not expected to see her. My
heart was about to burst with pride
because she was one of our clients
who was now a trusted employee
with great responsibility. She had
worked hard, studied hard (earning
an AA degree), fought against the
odds, conducted herself in an ex-
emplary manner and was here be-
side me at this meeting. We were
equals in tackling a very difficult
task. This is our ultimate goal for
each client — but to actually experi-
ence it brings tears to my eyes
even now! | have experienced this
privilege with three other clients.
Their hard work and our support
has paid off. We desire that each

client reach her full potential and be
the person she was created to be!

We encourage integrity, honesty
and education. Most importantly
we encourage spiritual growth as a
foundation for all that is ahead.
Bible Studies and pen pals are pro-
vided as requested, with the prayer
that a personal relationship with
God becomes a reality to each cli-
ent as she faces the challenge of
building a new life after prison. We
have had at least 15 graduations —
ranging from a BA degree to voca-
tional and GED certificates. At
times, the goal is to get a regular
job (or two) that will pay the bills.
That is hard work! Success gives
the client a sense of purpose, ac-
complishment and hope. Our cli-
ents are winners — they demon-
strate positive attitudes, persever-

Children Grow Up Without Mom

e Teenaged children taken care of
by a step-grandfather when their
grandmother dies. The grandfa-
ther's job is disappearing with the
downturn in the NC furniture in-
dustry and an undesirable uncle
lives with them.

e A teenager turns to drugs and/or
prostitution in mother’s absence.
Rebellion and independence
make this a difficult age.




